
The MCC Blue River Trailblazers inaugural season started successfully with two victories and one loss in 
August 2007.   After two weeks of practice and two preseason games, the team earned their first victory in 
the first official game of the season.   The Trailblazers beat Kansas City Kansas Community College 3-2 in 
overtime.  This was a game the Trailblazers trailed 0-1 at halftime; however, second half goals by Jonathan 
Calfas from Truman High School and Tyler Hamann from Center Place Restoration H.S. saw the game tied 
2-2 at the end of regulation.  In overtime, Jonathan Calfas scored the third goal.  This victory was followed 
by a close 2-3 loss to STLCC Forest Park and a 3-2 victory over Independence Community College.  

In the month of September, the Trailblazers won 2 of 6 games; however, the team competed well in many 
of the losses.  The Trailblazers beat the University of Central Missouri’s club team 6-3 and STLCC
Florissant Valley 3-2.  Jonathan Calfas scored a total of five goals over the two games.  We also endured 
a close 0-1 overtime loss to Maple Woods Community College and a 2-4 loss to East Central Community 
College.  The Trailblazers competed well in both of those losses and were disappointed not to get better 
results. 
The other result that stood out in the month of September was a 1-6 loss to the Graceland University Junior 
Varsity Team.  Graceland’s Varsity won the NAIA National Championship in 2006.   Their J.V. team is 
comprised of their freshman and sophomore recruits and is very good.  Although the loss was lopsided, it 
would set the stage for one of the high points of the season three weeks later.  

The Trailblazers season ended on October 20th with a loss to East Central CC in the regional playoffs.  
The team did not get many positive results in October, but did play some very good soccer in a 2-3 loss to 
STLCC Florissant Valley and a 0-2 loss to Hesston Community College.  The Trailblazers out shot Floris-
sant Valley 15-10 and out shot Hesston 14-8; however, the team was not able to convert their many scoring 
opportunities.  The best game of the season was on October 5th.  The Trailblazers had a rematch with the 
Graceland University Junior Varsity Team.  The Trailblazers won the game 2-1 behind two first half goals 
from Jonathan Calfas.  The Team played balanced on offense and defense and avenged the 1-6 lopsided 
loss.  The Blue River players matched up well during the 2-1 victory and showed the potential the
Trailblazers Program will build upon in 2008.  

Overall, the Trailblazers finished the season with a 5-13 record in all competitions.  The team scored 30 
goals.  Jonathan Calfas led the team with 16 goals and earned a spot on the NJCAA Region XVI Men’s 
Soccer 1st Team.  Other players contributing goals were Cary Lanzoni from O’hara H.S. (2 goals, 3 as-
sists),  Kyle Youngstrom from William Chrisman H.S. (2 goals, 3 assists), Bradley Calfas from Truman 
H.S. (2 goals, 2 assists), Justin Henny from Fort Osage H.S. (2 goals), Tyler Hamann from Center Place 
Restoration H.S. (2 goals, 2 assists), Joseph Johnson from the KCE Lazers Home School Team (1 goal), 
Jerrod Pierschbacher from Belton H.S. (1 goal, 2 assists), Craig Stoll from William Chrisman H.S.(1 goal), 
and Daniel Stewart  from Harrisonville H.S. (1 goal).  Strong performances on defense were consistently 
given by Bradley Calfas, Eric Baker from Platte County H.S., Aaron Brown from Center Place Restoration 
H.S., Thomas Soltau from Grandview H.S., and Brandon Maurer from Blue Springs South H.S. as a first 
year goalkeeper. 

WOMEN’S 2007 SEASON RE-CAP
MCC-Blue River Trail Blazer Soccer blazed out its first year with a successful season.  
Many look at success strictly based upon wins and losses, but in the case of Trail Blazer 
Women’s soccer, we spent our year focusing on progression and building and laying the 
foundation for a new program.  Successful is definitely a word that comes to mind when 
thinking of this past season.  

The first day of pre-season, we rounded up 11 ladies that wanted to be a part of the new 
program.  From a coaching perspective, that doesn’t provide any depth considering 11 
play on a field at a time.  Through the course of the season, we ended up with 19 ladies 
on our roster. It is difficult to put a gauge or measurement on the progression of the 
young ladies, but they improved both technically and tactically, and in their focus and 
maturity to latch on to our system and play along with it.  The camaraderie with a sense 
of team was a dramatic and notable accomplishment of this season. 

Two of our most special memories of the season came when playing Graceland JV from 
Lamoni, IA.  Our first match-up against Graceland came at Graceland’s home field.  It 
was a beautiful day for soccer, and the Trail Blazers started off the game with a lot of 
fight, but were trailing at half-time 0-2.  Second half the Blazers came out, and the first 
goal in Trail Blazer history was scored by Julie Perez.  Bri Tarr followed up that game 
with a second goal giving the Trail Blazer women a much-worked-for tie. Another 
highlight of the season was the Trail Blazer victory over Graceland at our home fields.  
Samantha Merren scored the first goal of this game off a set play, followed by another 
goal by Holly Phillips being assisted from Angela Kartzonis on the right flank.  

Still another highlight of the season was holding Meramac scoreless in the second half of 
our match-up in St. Louis; goalkeeper Heather Bourdais, along with some tough 
defensive support, buckled down in this tough game against Meramec. Our team this 
year, as many developing teams will do, won many second halves; a strong attitude at 
half-time and the maturity to listen and wisely apply the coach’s adjustments show much 
about a program’s direction.  We proved we could fight hard even in some difficult 
situations.  Our regular season ended with a 1-10-1 record qualifying for the first round 
of regional play-offs.  The girls’ ability to stay strong in attitude is a skill set that will 
follow them through life.  

Trail Blazer soccer is already looking forward to our second season.  Having a year 
under our belt with a core unit established and enthusiastic about the next season will get 
us off to a great start for next year.  We are poised to continue building on the foundation 
laid this inaugural season


